A PROTESTATION 
Made and Publiſhed by lohn Davenport: 
pon occaſion of a pamphlett 


Intitled 


IvST COMPLAINT AGAINST AN VNIVST DOE? 
| , publiſhed by a nameles perſon. 


Pro, 26, 17. 


He a7 es by , and medleth With Strife belonging not to 
im , is likeone that taketh a dogge by the eare, 


Mar. 10. 16, 17. 


Be yee wiſe as Serpents , aud harmles as Dones, 
but beware of Men. 


Pranted at Rorrenpan by T/cac from Waeſ berebe, upon the 


Steygher, inthe Fame, £2 15c xXxxv, 
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He third day of this preſent month of Ian: 
1635+ New Stiile , at noone , the fornamed 
booke was delivered into my hands, by a 
Reverent Brother , which when I had received, 
and read the title page , and conſidered the 
drift ofthe Publiſher , I was amaſedto ſee my 
name prefixed and paſſages, which concerned 
ne Publiſhed , without my knowledge, and uſſhered with ſuch 
arſhand unſavoury language , and Scriptures ſo wreſted and 
iſipplyed : nor could I have reſt in my Spirit , till I had re- 
led upon this Proteffation , which I now publiſh for the 
eclaration , both of mine innocenciein this matter,and of my 
any diſlike of this courſe. _ 

Firſt therefore, I doe ſolemnfley and ſadly proteſt theſe three 
olowing particulars. 

+ [ know nor,nor can yet learne , who is the Publiſher 
erof, 

2 Thathe had not my approbation,or conſent to this Publiſhing 
fit. 

3. ThatT doc accountrhe injury done herein ſo greate, that 
I know not how the Publiſher of :t ſhall be able ro make ſatiffac- 
lon,other wiſe, then by revoking his books,burning the whole 
mpreſion,or printing another, that may paſle as publickly , as 
lis is like ro doe, in acknowledgement of his fault. 

Secondly, what motive ſet this Publiſher upon this worke 1 
ww not nor,can I magine, unlcs Iknew the man. It the 
Tp againſt the Seperation Stick ſtil! in his fade ,and cauſe him 
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thus to kick, and fling, let him kaow that recrimination i; «, 
APOLOG?, and books are better anſwered by argumen 


Mr. Pg: then reproaches , and it is more wiſdom to heale 2 mx 


{elfe,thento wound another, toclenſe himſclfe then tobewn: 
areanother. If ſome other, not ingaged in that quarrail , h 
the doer of it, I with himto c6fider (ſeriouſly, whether ſome by 


reſpe&, or ſecret diſtemper havenotbiaſſed his ſpiricawronge 


way, Or imbittered it too much. 

Thirdly : ſcing the Publiſher conſealeth his n1me , ſaying 
Pabliſhed by one that 8c. 1 pray him to informe , him {elite 0f 
three things. 

I. Whether that one be not, in this aR,an injurious one 716 
ſo;had that evill bene a raigningfinne in him, which,l hope, i 
bur , his infirmitic, it would have bene found no ſmall fans i; 
the puniſhment,which he may yereſcapeby repentance 1, Tis 
1.13.14.16. 

As for my ſelfe; had I bene Silent in this calc ; every mar 
would have concluded mee guilty : yea , itis already report: 
that I am the author of ir, and ſo, beſides the injury donetom 
ſelfe(bring repreſented tothepublick view as a cotentious per 
{on,which I naturally abhorr , and by Grace much more) the 
injury alſo would have fallenupon ſo many pcrſons,as , upor 
this occaſion,ſhould have bene ſcandaliſed by cvi!! ſurmilesun 
juſtly received againſt me,whichis Slander in hearte. 

2 Whether that &-e be not , inthisactc , 0», that (o'vet 
diſcord among Brethren , which iSone ofthe /ixe things the Lat 
Latech and of the ſeaven that aye an abhomin tion t 0 him. Pro.#.16.1 
:#.19. For, ifthis was notthe end, or intent of the publiſher as 
I will hope,it waz not) yet, if God doenot, beyond expectatio 
mercitully prevent ir , it may bertheend or cycnt of thewot 
£C. But t9e Lord rebue Sathan | The beginning of Strife 1s 4 the opt 


mg of Waters, ſay th Salomon proctp ts, Ifany man how 
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haut to open the ſluſes , how ſoone might theſe Neruentaxy 
tedrowned , before they could be ſto pped againe ? And,veho 
koweth not thata little Child may firean houſe, which 2 thoy- 
{nd men cannot quench ? 

Thirdly. Whetherthat one, b2 not in this 422, 2 Buif} bag; ? 


415. For , if the publiſher be not a member of thar Church;whar 
calling hath he to interpoſe himſelfe thus publickly in macter «, 
which properly and only concerne that Church ? If he be a 
memberof that Church ; what warrant hath any particuler mc- 
berto publiſh thoſe greivances to the world, which are by them 
ſelves referred ro theyre Conſiſtory, before matters have ber: 
there diſcuſſed , and determined, or, atlcaſt, before the ifſuc. 
andconclufion , which there ſhall be put to the queſtion, hath 
bene ſufficiently demanded and expected? who cverhebe; who 
called him to intrude himſelte into matters that apperrame to 
me , ſo farrasto publiſha privat wrighting , with my name to 
t, withont my knomwledg, and againſt my mind ? 

Lleave the publiſher co ſatiſfe him ſelfe in theſe particulers, 
which whileſt he en deavorerh to doe, I wil labour to (atiſfyc 
almen concerning myne innoceacic in the firſt part of thc 

ke , leaving th2 ſecond part of che b3oke to the members of 
that Church , whom it concerncth. 

Firſt, l confeſſe, that, abour ſixe months ſince, having bene 
often provoked by injurious reports ,about my letter ro the 
Claſſs , and abovur my Tenct againſt promiſcuous Baptizing 
al that are brought (eſpecially in ſuch a place as Amſterdam) 
adabout my deliſting , an4 about paſſages berweene Mr. Pager, 
and me, and havingb2ne much follicited by particular freinds, 
tgivemy anſwers to ſuch objeRi6s,as were dayly brougt to me, 


and being informed tharthe Duch inthat citty, and ſome of the. 


members 


aTheſ.3.11-0ne, that Buſi-th himſclfe in other mens matters. x. per. HE 
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members of that Church,an4 many of our nation, in other parts 
of theſe Conttics, were by miſreports prejudiced againſt me, 
and,ſcing that I purpoſed ſhortlytoleave theſe Contrics upon 
{rc neceſſity, and much importunity, I was conſtrayned to ſert 
downe thoſe particulars in wrighting,that ſome treind might he 
able to ſpcake inthe caulc ofthe damb, and to clearc the rructh 
in my abſence. 

Secondly. I profeſſe,that no man hath the originall Copie, 
butmy ſelf and that, for aught I know, I never gave itto mo- 
rethen rwo to peruſe, and whetherthey both tran{cribed Copi- 
es Out of it, orno , I know not , butthey both returned myneto 
me againe, which, I have in my keeping, atthis inſtant , andmy 


them togive privat ſatiſfa&ion tothoſe that ſhonld require itof 
them, and fo to inable thoſe to ſatiſfyc others, in a private way, 
as may appeare , in that I applyed my felfe, in that wrighting, 
, onely to ſuch things as were then objected , concealing other 
things which I might have added for my further clcaring,vn les 
more publick provocation ſhould make it neceſſary to publiſh 
all rdgether. Which I have hither to forborne, expecting when 
God would ſweetly order, and diſpoſe the ſpirits of paſtorand 
people, inthat Church , to vnity and concord betiycene them 
ſelves, in ſome concluſions, and wayes of advancing theyre mu- 
tuall goodand comfort agreable totheGoſpell,and rule,which 
Chriſt hath left for his Churches to walke by,which [ have ho- 
pe.l hithceto that God would, in time,effe , and doe ſtill hope 
and pray forit: The grant where of would be to me, matter of vn 
fcigned joy and thankſgiving (not withſtanding al the Injuryes 
which I have Suffered in that place) wher ſoever it ſhould ple- 

ale Godtopich my tent afterwards. 
Thirdly, From henceit will follow , that I am al to-gcther in- 
nocent in this Matter, which , as I knew not ot it,tillit was 
brought 


intent, in communicating it to thoſe two , was only to inable | 


brought to me in print, ſo I vtterly diſlike, both for the vnſca 
ſonablenes of the worke, and forthe vnreaſonable, and vnchati- 
able birtcrnes of the Publiſher, 

i} Laſtly, my requeſt thertore is, 

1. to M. Paget that he will reſt fatiſtied with my ingenuor s 


h Þ profeſſion, and acquitt me (as he aught)of any ſul picion ofguilt, 
inthis particular. 
: Secondly.To the publiſher, that , ſcirg he omitted to clexre 


\. © nyinnocency in his firſt publication of this Phamphlett, hewi!l 
. & row do meſo much righras to aftixe this ſheete of paper , in 
» Þ feadofa poſtſcript ,to his booke, ordiſperle it among all pcr- 
- I ors, towholc hands his booke ſhall come, or is come. Burt he 
, BY yillmoſt gratific me,it he make one good fire of both together 
f Thirtly.To all men, to whotc hands the other book ſhall co- 
me,that they will ſpcdily fend this aftcr ir,or ſtiche this with it : 
aſering them ſelfes, rhar,if I could have foreſecnethis injury, 
Iwould have prevented it. For , how loever [ have written nc- 
thing in thar declaration , but the truth (which I amalfo ready 
toconfirme , as occaſion ſhall require) ygr, I affe&t not to m:ke 
that publick which may be ended privaty , much leſſe to be thz 
rſt ina contention, whether publick or private, 

NW the very Cod of peate , who alto is Love, vnitcour hearts 
tohimſclfe, and one to angother in that Love , which is out of 
aPere hart, and a good Conſcience , and faith wnfeined : and inablevs 
toleepe the v11ty of the Spirit, in the bondof peace , even fot his ſa- 
K, who is ehe prince of _—_ in whom Wee, Who ſometimes we- 
rafarr off, are made nigh by the blood of Chriſt, Who 15 our peace | 
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